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Fredenberg Township News 
A monthly newsletter  
Editor: Ellen Hanson 

 

Minutes appearing in the newsletter are approved 
by the Town Board.  All ordinances, policies and 
resolutions quoted herein and monthly corre-
spondence is available for review in the Town 
Clerk’s office.  Anyone wishing to review them 
can leave a message and a time can be arranged 
for viewing.  Copies can be obtained for the 
standard price as stated in the administrative pol-
icy.  
 
TOWN HALL OFFICE: 218-721-3991 
Office Hours: 12 (noon) to 4:00 PM on Thursday 
or by appointment. 
 
TOWN BOARD 

Jeff Blix, Supervisor & Road Foreman  
    218-393-3011 
Clay Cich, Supervisor   218-590-5005 
Debra Pawlowicz, Vice Chair    218-428-4539 
Walter Rapp, Supervisor 218-721-3761 
Tim Wagner, Chair  218-428-9460 
Ellen Hanson, Clerk  218-721-3991 
Kim Wagner, Deputy Clerk 218-721-3991 
Chelsey Mahr, Treasurer 218-721-3991 
 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
Keith Nelson       218-749-7108 
300 S 5th Ave, Virginia, MN  55729 
Nelsonk@stlouiscountymn.gov 

 
DEPARTMENTS 
Chief, Linda Bergstrand  218-349-2668 
Recycling Center  218-721-3991 
Assessor,  County  218-726-2304 
Town Hall   218-721-3991 
Email                 fredenbergtwp@gmail.com 
Website        fredenberg.org 

 

Fredenberg Township News 
A pleasant blend of progress and tradition  

Primary Election reveals new Poll Pads 
 
At the August 13th primary election Fredenberg election judges 
introduced the new poll pads. 
 
The Poll Pad is an electronic voter check-in and verification de-
vice, paired with a secure apple I-pad application. 
• Essentially as easy as using any electronic tablet. 
• Easy to use and secure. 
• Requires no peripherals or connections during election day. 
• Used by many Minnesota Counties already. 
• No more paper rosters! 
• No more paper Election Day registration! 
• Shorter lines (35-40 seconds per voter). 
• Election Management much smoother. 
• Clerk can transmit voter data. 
• Voter data up to date. 
• Improved Accuracy from voters. 
• Easy reminders of voter requirements. 
• Greater checks for voter fraud/mistakes. 
 
There was a positive reaction from voters to the poll pads. There 
were 214 voters in the primary which is a 18.8% of the total eligi-
ble voters. 
 
Pictured below are election judges with the poll pads in the fore-
ground.  
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The 2024 Neighborhood Night Out was our first waste free event as we used compostable BPI 
certified plates and napkins.  Also of note, we had an increase in donations allowing the event to 
grow and many participants to win local prizes! Our community is the best! We would also like to 
thank the following people and businesses for making this year a spectacular success! 

Thank you to the volunteers that made this event possible. Our volunteers helped with the follow-
ing activities: 

Setup the event Grill hot dogs  Serving food, pop-

corn and snow 

cones 

Supervise the bounce 

house and the raffle 

table 

Cleanup the 

event 

Thank you to the following business owners and people that gave the donations to help fund the 
event.  

Reservoir Riders 
Snowmobile Club 

  

Fredenberg Fire 
Department 

  

Rescue Squad and 
Sherriff’s Department 

Fredenberg Flyers 
Ski Club 

Lakehead Trucking 

JM Transmission 

  

North Lakes 
Plumbing 
Heating & Air 
LLC 

Steve’s Septic Pump-
ing 

Hi-Banks Resort Equipment Rental 
Company 

Eagles Nest Resort North States 
Safety 

The Blue Max Natalie Zeleznikar 
for State Repre-
sentative 

Smiling Loons Res-
taurant 

The Minno-Ette Jeanne Tondryk 
Realtor 

Miller Hill Car Wash Northern Foot 
and Ankle 

1STCrossFit 

Anchor Point Church-
Fredenberg Campus 

Walter Rapp 

  

Fredenberg Garden 
Club 

  

Fredenberg Ice 
Rink Volunteers 

Residents that do-
nated money to-
wards the event  

Thank you to Lori Blais, the Environmental Program Coordinator from WLSSD, for attending the 
event to educate the public about recycling. 

Because of you, Neighborhood Night Out was another huge success! 

See you all next year, 

Debbie Pawlowicz 

FREDENBERG NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT 
AUGUST 6, 2024 
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The regular Board meeting of the Town of Fredenberg, Min-
nesota, St. Louis County was held in the Fredenberg Town 
Hall on Wednesday, July 3, 2024, at 7:00 PM. 
 
Board members present:  Chair Tim Wagner, Vice Chair 
Deb Pawlowicz, Supervisor Jeff Blix, Supervisor Clay Cich, 
Supervisor Walter Rapp, Clerk Ellen Hanson, Deputy Clerk 
Kim Wagner and Treasurer Chelsey Mahr. 
Others in Attendance: There were 5 others in attendance. 
Call to order the Regular meeting: The meeting was called 
to order by Chair Wagner at 7:00 PM. 
Pledge of allegiance: All present stood and cited the pledge of 
allegiance. 
Approval of the Agenda: There was a motion by Supervisor 
Blix to approve the agenda and seconded by Chair Wagner. 
There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives.  This 
motion was carried unanimously. 
Open Forum: Diane Palmstein acknowledged St. Louis Res-
cue Squad and the Fredenberg Fire Department for their sup-
port during the recent heavy rains. They went house to house 
checking on households. Mark Munger, candidate for MN 
House seat 3B, introduced himself.  He is a 40-year resident of 
Fredenberg. Jock Finner expressed concerns about trucks 
working on Fish Lake Road are “jake breaking” near his prop-
erty that generates a lot of noise. Since it is a County Road, the 
Board has little to no control over it.  Even so, a phone call 
will be made to the County garage supervisor. 
Approval of the Minutes: Regular meeting of June 5, 2024: 
There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to approve the June 5, 
2024, Board of Supervisors meeting minutes as presented and 
seconded by Supervisor Rapp. There was a roll call vote and 
all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimous-
ly. 
Financial Reports: Treasurer Mahr stated she is balanced 
with the bank and presented the cash control report and the 
Schedule 1 report which has the investment totals. There was a 
motion by Supervisor Pawlowicz to approve the treasurer’s 
report and seconded by Supervisor Cich.  There was a roll call 
vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried 
unanimously. The June 30, 2024 ending balance in the check-
ing account was $156,487.28 and the outstanding checks total 
was $574. 
Clerks Report – Ellen Hanson: The first half of property tax-
es were deposited today into the checking account. The 
amount is $221,427.26. Clerk Hanson presented the cash bal-
ance statement for Board review. She is balanced with the 
bank. The cash balance ending balance is $156,602.28. The 
Board reviewed the claims list.  There was a motion by Super-
visor Pawlowicz to accept claims 10854-10868 for a total of 
$62,788.25 and claim 10869 total of $3,375; total claims are 
$66,163.25 and seconded by Supervisor Blix. There was a roll 
call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was car-
ried unanimously. Hanson stated she and Deputy Clerk Wag-
ner attended Clerk Election judge training on June 7 in Virgin-
ia MN and the new poll pads training on June 26. Hanson had 
a virtual meeting with the website developer. He updated the 
town’s site and added the ability to link emails to new post-
ings. There was a motion by Supervisor Pawlowicz to accept 
the Clerk’s report and seconded by Supervisor Blix. There was 
a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was 
carried unanimously. 
Correspondence: Clerk Hanson read the correspondence. 
There were 2 mail and 9 emails during the month. 

 
 

Reports July 2024: Fredenberg Law Enforcement statistics: 
Deputy Sheriff Sergeant Nick Voltzke was not present; how-
ever, he sent the June 2024 statistics. There were 29 incidents 
in the township and 2 arrests. 
Roads/Bridges report: Supervisor Blix reported the roads are 
overall in good shape. East Hunter Lake Rd was under water 
from the recent rains. The water is receding quickly. He re-
ported the roads have been graded and gravel added to a few. 
Calcium chloride was applied for dust control.  They ran out 
on 8th Ave. and River Lane. Supervisor Blix dealt with a com-
plaint that there was not enough calcium chloride on a road. 
Fire Department report: Chief Bergstrand reported 4 calls in 
May and 5 in June. The rescue truck is being repaired. 
Cemetery report: Supervisor Rapp reported the cemetery con-
tinues to be open. 
Parks and Recreation and Pavilion: Supervisor Rapp reported 
he sealed the cracks on the tennis court. 
Community Center report: Hanson presented the revised rental 
agreement and reviewed the changes. She added verbiage for 
public use facilities and television/audio equipment and a re-
keying fee.  There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to approve 
the changes and seconded by Supervisor Cich.  This motion 
was carried unanimously. Clerk Hanson stated there were 5 
rentals in June and 2 events. 
Recycling report: Supervisor Pawlowicz reported the Recy-
cling Center is operating well.  There has been an issue with 
people dumping dirty recyclables. 
Neighborhood Night Out (NNO): The Fire Department, St. 
Louis County Rescue Squad, and Deputy Sheriff Sergeant 
Nick Voltzke will be in attendance. Volunteers are welcome. 
Other Monthly meetings: There were no other monthly 
meetings. 
Old Business: Rental agreement: See under Community Cen-
ter report. 
New Business: Propane quotes: Hanson reported two propane 
quotes were received. One from Como: $1.259/gallon for a 
two-year contract and Superior Fuel: $1.299/gallon for 1-3 
years with the first fill at .999/gallon and employee pricing at 
$1.499.  The Board had a discussion on the quotes. There was 
a motion by Supervisor Blix to enter into a contract with Co-
mo for two years, ask for three years, and seconded by Super-
visor Pawlowicz. There was a roll call vote and all signified 
affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. 
Credit card payments: Hanson reported on the research of 
companies providing the service of accepting credit cards for 
payment. The top two services are Merchant One offering 
a .29%-1.99% per transaction and Clover: you must call for 
rates.  There was a motion by Supervisor Rapp authorizing the 
Clerk to make the decision on the service and seconded by 
Chair Wagner. There was a roll call vote and all signified af-
firmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. 
Request to solicit quotes for roadside/ditch mowing: The 
Board granted permission to gather quotes to present at the 
August meeting. 
Second monthly Board meeting is July 17, 2024: There was a 
motion by Supervisor Blix not to have a second meeting and 
seconded by Supervisor Cich. There was a roll call vote and 
all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimous-
ly.  
Adjourn: There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:56 PM and seconded by Superior Cich.  There 
was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion 
was carried unanimously. 

Approved Town Board Meeting Minutes for July 3, 2024 



 4 

 

Linda Bergstrand, Chief Fredenberg Fire Department 
Town Board Report, July 2024 
 
July was a busy month for the fire department. Members responded to 12 calls including 7 medicals, 5 fires including 3 lines down 
and stood by the fire hall during the 911 outage on July 19th. 
The annual fire hose testing was performed. Members attended the St. Louis County Chief’s meeting, the Rice Lake Fire Department 
Red Run, provided traffic control for the Brewhouse Triathlon at the turn around point for the bike long course and participated in 
the Community Night Out. 
Our Rescue truck was repaired and back in service on July 18th. 
With fall coming soon and as the weather cools the threat for wildfires increase. One way to prevent a potential wildfire is to practice 
safety around campfires. 
Did you know? Approximately 98 percent of wildfires in Minnesota are caused by humans. Smokey Bear was created in 1944 and 
reminds us that “Only You Can Prevent Wildfires.” More than 50 wildfires are started each year in Minnesota by campfires that are 
not completely extinguished, too large or unattended. 
Campfire Safety 

Use a fire ring and build your fire at least five feet away from any combustible material. 
Keep a bucket of water nearby to put out the fire. 
Keep a kid-free zone of three feet around the campfire. 
Never leave your campfire unattended. 
Check burning restrictions with the DNR before starting your campfire. 
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This ad was prepared and paid for by Joan Sutliff and Peggy Donahue. 
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Fredenberg Art Weller Recycle Center News 
The Center is sponsored by an annual grant from Western Lake Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD). 
 

Hours: Wednesdays: 5 to 8 PM and Saturdays: 9 AM to 1 PM 
 
Chesney Auto Salvage, 6250 Beaver River Road, will accept batteries and waste oil. 
 
Please use WLSSD Household Hazardous Waste Facility and Product Reuse Center, 2626 Courtland St. 
(take the S 27th Ave W freeway exit), for other household hazardous waste and yard waste materials. 
 
Below are a few rules to follow when using the Fredenberg Recycle Center. 
1. The Center will only accept rinsed/cleaned & emptied cans, bottles & containers. 
2. Styrofoam, in any form, is not recycled at this Center. 
3. The Center does not accept household garbage of any kind and it is NOT to be dumped at the Center or 

the dumpster. Dumping garbage of any kind at the Center is illegal. 
4. The Center does not accept any metal or plastic gas cans. 
5. The Center does not repurpose any form of electronics. They can be brought to WLSSD Materials Re-

covery Center, 4587 Ridgeview Road, off the Rice Lake Road. For more information, check out the web-
site at wlssd.com. 

6. The Center does not accept take out containers, fruit/vegetable plastic containers or deli clam containers. 
7. The outside dumpsters are for cardboard, newspaper/paper and glass/plastic/tin cans. 
 

Please be respectful of the rules and the STAFF when using the Center. The Town may 
be charged for dumpsters/bins containing non-recyclables. Thank you very much for 
your cooperation. 
 

Clarification 
In the July Fredenberg Township News, a political ad-
vertisement/commentary entitled Not the DFL Party of 
my grandparents! was published at the bottom of page 
8.  This advertisement/commentary was produced and 
paid for by Clayton Cich in his individual capacity and 
was not approved or endorsed by Fredenberg Town-
ship or the Fredenberg Township News.  
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Exercise Classes 
 

Classes held at the Community Center/Town Hall 
 

Instructors: Sandy Rock: $4/class, 
Sheila Wixo: $5/class, Anita Anderson: $5/class 
 
Sandy Rock classes are held through out the week. 
Please call her at 320-766-2902 for information. 
 
Tuesday 
Zumba Gold: Class ended 
 
Wednesday 
Yoga: Tuesday, 7-8 AM, Tennis courts weather permitting 
First Wednesday of the month: 5:45 - 7:00 p.m. at Reservoir 
Riders Clubhouse. 
 
Thursday 
Zumba Class: Class ended 
 
ALL CLASSES PAY AT DOOR except Zumba 
 

Fredenberg Crime Statistics 
July 2024 
Sergeant Nick Voltzke 
St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office 
 
A County Community Pilot Project is in 
place where representatives from the Sher-
iff’s Office will be working closely with 
townships by attending monthly Board 
meetings, annual meetings and reporting on 
township statistics. To the right are the July 
2024 incidents that occurred in Fredenberg 
Township. 
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PLEASE JOIN US ON  
SUNDAYS  

at 9:00 AM for SERVICE 
 

5069 Fish Lake Road 
Call the Real Estate Professionals 

LICENSED IN MINNESOTA & WISCONSIN 
See us on the web at:  www.coldwellbanker.com 

Richard Wenaas                                Claude Wenaas 
Licensed Broker                                Multi Million Dollar Sales 
Cell Phone:  218-343-8020               Cell Phone:  218-348-3302 

http://www.cbeastwestrealty.com
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Advertising Rates 
Business Card Size: $10 per month    Half page: $40 per month 
Full page: $80 per month      Insert: $80 per month 
 
Send your ad request to Clerk, fredenbergtwp@gmail.com or call 218-721-3991, by the last 
day of month for printing. 
Over 500 Fredenberg residents receive the newsletter every month. The newsletter is availa-
ble on the Fredenberg.org website. 

Septic: Design, Inspection, Installation and Repair 
Sitework:  Driveways, Basements, Landscaping, 
Shoreline Erosion Control 
Deliveries: Rock, Garden Blend Soil, Sand, Class 5   

Office (218) 721-3521   Cell for septic work 
(800) 729-3221              (218) 391-2425 

 
DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS 

Regular Hours: 11 AM - Close 
2 bedroom year round cabin rentals 

Boat slip rentals available May thru October  
Seasonal RV rental spaces 

Visit us at www.facebook.com/EaglesNestResortDuluth 
Eaglesnestduluth.com 

Have an event you would like us to host? 
Call Rachel at 612-250-7457 or 218-721-4147 

  

 

 
Estate planning should not be stressful!  

Gunnar Johnson at Overom Law is here to help. 
with creating an estate plan that is right for you.  

Call Gunnar today at 218-625-8461 to schedule your free  
consultation. 

Overom Law 
802 GARFIELD AVENUE • SUITE 101 • DULUTH, MN 55802 

218-625-8463 (PH) • 218-522-4539 (FX)  
•GJOHNSON@OVEROMLAW.COM 

www.overomlaw.com 

Town hall/Community Center Rentals 
 

The Town Hall / Community Center is available to rent for township residents, non-residents, and events. 
The rental rates are very reasonable.  There is a full kitchen with stove and refrigerator. The rental agree-
ment can be found at the town’s website: Fredenberg.org. Please call ahead for date and time availability at 
218-721-3991 or email at fredenbergtwp@gmail.com. A $100 refundable damage deposit is required.  

 
Fredenberg Cemetery 

 
When planning your estate, you may want to consid-
er the township cemetery as a final resting spot. 
There are beautiful plots available to purchase that 
will contain caskets and urns. If you are interested in 
purchasing a plot or more, please contact the town 
office at 218-721-3991. Rates are reasonable. 

 # FIRST MONTH FREE TO NEW CUSTOMERS# 

 

(218)721-4243 
Variety of sizes to meet all of your storage needs. Seasonal 

rental available, too. Month to Month lease.  
24 Hour Video Monitoring 
www.fishlakestorage.com 

http://www.fishlakestorage.com/
http://www.fishlakestorage.com/
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Duluth MN 55803 
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Fredenberg Town Board Meetings 
 

Regular Board meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of the month, 7 PM at the 
Town Hall. 
Meetings are in-person and held in the Board 
room, second floor. 
The next 2024 scheduled meetings are: 

September 4 
October  2  

  

 

Fredenberg Community Center 
 

The Center is open to the public and availa-
ble to rent. 
 
For information on rentals and fees, please 
contact the Town Clerk at 218-721-3991 or 
email at Fredenbergtwp@gmail.com. 
 
 


