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Fredenberg Township News 
A monthly newsletter  

Editors: Kim Wagner, Ellen Hanson 
 

Minutes appearing in the newsletter 
are approved by the Town Board.  All 
ordinances, policies and resolutions 
quoted herein and monthly corre-
spondence is available for review in 
the Town Clerk’s office.  Anyone 
wishing to review them can leave a 
message and a time can be arranged 
for viewing.  Copies can be obtained 
for the standard price as stated in the 
administrative policy.  
 
Town Hall Office: 721-3991 
Office Hours: 12 (noon) to 4:00 PM 
on Thursday or by appointment. 
 
TOWN BOARD  

Jeff Blix, Supervisor       393-3011 
Clay Cich, Supervisor          590-5005 
Debra Pawlowicz,  
  Vice Chair                          428-4539 
Walter Rapp, Supervisor      721-3761 
Tim Wagner, Chair               428-9460 
Vacant, Treasurer                 721-3991 
Ellen Hanson, Clerk        721-3991 
Kim Wagner, Deputy Clerk 721-3991 
 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONER 
Keith Nelson         (218)749-7108 
300 S 5th Ave, Virginia, MN  55729 
Nelsonk@stlouiscountymn.gov 

 
DEPARTMENTS 
Chief, Linda Bergstrand       349-2668      
Recycling Center                  721-3991 
Assessor,  County                 726-2304  
Town Hall                             721-3991 
Email     fredenbergtwp@gmail.com 
Website                        fredenberg.org 

Approved Town Board Meeting Minutes for September 6, 2023 

The regular Board meeting of the Town of Fredenberg, Minnesota, St. Louis 
County was held in the Fredenberg Town Hall on Wednesday, September 6th, 
2023, at 7:00 PM. Board members present:  Tim Wagner, Chair, Vice Chair Deb 
Pawlowicz, Supervisor Jeff Blix, Supervisor Clay Cich, Supervisor Walter Rapp, 
Treasurer Pam Blekestad, Clerk Ellen Hanson and Deputy Clerk Kim Wagner. 
Others in Attendance: There were 11 others in attendance. Call to order the Reg-
ular meeting: The meeting was called to order by Chair Wagner at 7:00 PM. 
Pledge of allegiance: All present stood and cited the pledge of allegiance. Approv-
al of the Agenda: There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to approve the agenda 
and seconded by Supervisor Cich.  There was a roll call vote and all signified af-
firmatives.  This motion was carried unanimously. Open Forum: Resident Craig 
Lueck thanked the Board for the road repairs. Representative Natalie Zeleznikar 
spoke about issues that were ongoing in this year’s legislative session. Approval of 
the Minutes: Regular meeting of August 2nd, 2023: There was a motion by Super-
visor Blix to approve the August 2nd, 2023, Board of Supervisors meeting minutes 
as amended and seconded by Supervisor Cich. There was a roll call vote and all 
signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. Amended under new 
business last bullet July 19 to August 16 and change Deb to Pawlowicz. Financial 
Report – Treasurer Pam Blekestad: Treasurer Blekestad stated she is not balanced 
with the bank. Supervisor Cich asked the treasurer to check in to a 3-month CD at 
5%. Clerks Report – Ellen Hanson: Hanson presented the Clerk’s Cash control 
statement for Board review. She is balanced with the bank. The Town’s obligation 
to the Recycling Grant from WLSSD is to contribute financially. The overage in the 
recycling fund is $3,657.30. Hanson recommended a transfer of funds from the 
General fund to Recycling fund.  There was a motion by Supervisor Cich to transfer 
$3,800 from General fund to Recycling fund and seconded by Chair Wagner.  
There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried 
unanimously. The Board reviewed the claims list.  There was a motion by Supervi-
sor Pawlowicz to accept claims 10712-10724 for a total of $71,919.63 and claim 
10725 to Jen Nelson for $168.20 cleaning supplies and seconded by Chair Wagner.  
There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried 
unanimously. Hanson talked about the SLC Elections allocations funds. The Coun-
ty is asking that funds for Fredenberg be retained by them. The amount is $85.99.  
The County assists with absentee balloting during the elections without charging 
back the towns. There was a motion by Supervisor Cich to approve the request that 
the funds remain with the County and seconded by Supervisor Pawlowicz.  There 
was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unani-
mously. Correspondence: Clerk Hanson read the correspondence. There were 21 
total received: 1 mail and 20 emails. Reports: Roads report August 2023: Roads 
Foreman Jim Ray stated Asphalt of Duluth has not completed their work on the 
roads. He estimates their total invoice will be between $5,000-10,000. Road For-
man Jim Ray and Supervisor Blix talked about the road issues/conditions. Jeff 
Monsaas talked about the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) grant for the 
townships from the State. He volunteered to work with Supervisor Cich on the ap-
plication.  There was a motion by Supervisor Blix giving permission to Monsaas 
and Supervisor Cich to move forward with the application and seconded by Super-
visor Pawlowicz. There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This mo-
tion was carried unanimously. Fire Department report for August 2023: Fire Chief 
Bergstrand reported there were 8 calls in August. The Department participated in 
several local events including the towns Neighborhood Night Out. Chief Bergstrand 
reported the department purchased a used brush truck for $5,500.00.  It is already 
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equipped. Cemetery report for August 2023: Supervisor Rapp stated the cemetery is open. Parks and Recreation and Pavilion for 
August 2023: Supervisor Blix reported that the pickleball courts are used daily. Supervisor Blix stated the sliding hill is being used 
by the 4-wheelers causing damage.  He suggested signage be added to both sides of the hill. Supervisor Cich recommended he ask 
for a new quote for the skating rink boards from the Becker Company.  There was a motion by Supervisor Pawlowicz approving 
Supervisor Cich move forward with getting a new quote and to come up with a plan and seconded by Supervisor Blix.  There was a 
roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. Community Center report for August 2023: Clerk 
Hanson stated there were two rentals in August. A plumber is needed to repair the men’s room urinal. Recycling report for August 
2023: Supervisor Pawlowicz reported the Recycling Center is operating well. She reported there is an issue with missing locks. Oth-
er Meetings for August 2023: Hanson attended the DAT meeting on August 17. Old Business: Update on Roof repairs: Supervisor 
Cich reported the contractor will begin repairs in two weeks. New Business: Review quotes for Town hall wall water repairs: There 
were two quotes received. The first one from Kaski, Inc. for $17,370 and the second from Innovative Basement Authority for 
$10,380.91.  The Board reviewed the quotes.  There was a motion by Supervisor Cich to accept the Innovative Basement Authority 
quote of $10,380.91 for the town hall wall repairs and seconded by Supervisor Blix. There was a roll call vote and all signified af-
firmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. Supervisor Rapp stated he would like to get a few more quotes. Review snow re-
moval quotes for 2023/2024 season: Two quotes were received. The first one was from Top Notch for $105 (town hall) lot and $55 
(recycling) lot. The second quote was from ACT2 for $225 (town hall) lot and $75 (recycling) lot. There was a motion by Supervisor 
Blix to accept the Top Notch quote $105 (town hall) lot and $55 (recycling) lot and seconded by Chair Wagner. There was a roll call 
vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. Top Notch asked the Board for a three-year contract.  
There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to accept a three-year contract with Top Notch and seconded by Supervisor Pawlowicz.  
There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. Resolution 2023-02 Accepting Neigh-
borhood Night Out donations: There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to approve Resolution 2023-03 Accepting Neighborhood 
Night Out donations and seconded by Supervisor Rapp.  There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was 
carried unanimously. The second monthly Board meeting is September 20, 2023.  There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to not have 
a second meeting and seconded by Supervisor Cich. There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried 
unanimously. Adjourn: There was a motion by Supervisor Blix to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 PM and seconded by Supervisor 
Cich.  There was a roll call vote and all signified affirmatives. This motion was carried unanimously. 

 

Fredenberg Fire Department, Town Board Report, September 2023, Chief Linda Bergstrand 
 
During September members responded to 3 fires including 2 mutual aid fires, and 6 medical calls. We provided medical standby 
during the Apple Palooza. 
 
The Fire Department will be holding the annual Fire Truck and Treat at the fire hall on Sunday October 29th, 2 – 4 PM. Come join 
in the fun, learn about fire safety in a fun environment. 
 
October is Fire Prevention Month. This year’s theme is Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay attention to fire prevention. 
 
According to NFPA (National Fire Protection Association), cooking is the leading cause of home fires, with nearly half (49 percent) 
of all home fires involving cooking equipment; cooking is also the leading cause of home fire injuries. Unattended cooking is the 
leading cause of home cooking fires and related deaths. 
 
Following are cooking safety messages that support this year’s theme, “Cooking safety starts with YOU! Pay attention to fire pre-
vention”: 

• Always keep a close eye on what you’re cooking. For foods with longer cook times, such as those that are simmering or bak-
ing, set a timer to help monitor them carefully. 

• Clear the cooking area of combustible items and keep anything that can burn, such as dish towels, oven mitts, food packaging, 
and paper towels. 

• Turn pot handles toward the back of the stove. Keep a lid nearby when cooking. If a small grease fire starts, slide the lid over 
the pan and turn off the burner. 

• Create a “kid and pet free zone” of at least three feet (one meter) around the cooking area and anywhere else hot food or drink 
is prepared or carried. 

 
The Fire department meets every Thursday evening starting at 7 PM. All meetings are held at the fire hall. Please consider joining 
the department, stop by and see what we are about. 
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Fredenberg Art Weller Recycle Center News 
The Center is sponsored by an annual grant from Western Lake Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD). 
 

Hours: Wednesdays: 5 to 8 PM and Saturdays: 9 AM to 1 PM 
 

***Please note: the Fredenberg Recycle Center will no longer accept free items.*** 
 
Chesney Auto Salvage, 6250 Beaver River Road, will accept batteries and waste oil. 
 
Please use WLSSD Household Hazardous Waste Facility and Product Reuse Center, 2626 Courtland St. 
(take the S 27th Ave W freeway exit), for other household hazardous waste and yard waste materials. 
 
Below are a few rules to follow when using the Fredenberg Recycle Center. 
 
1. The Center will only accept rinsed/cleaned & emptied cans, bottles & containers. 
2. Styrofoam, in any form, is not recycled at this Center. 
3. The Center does not accept household garbage of any kind and it is NOT to be dumped at the Center or 

the dumpster. Dumping garbage of any kind at the Center is illegal. 
4. The Center does not accept any metal or plastic gas cans. 
5. The Center does not repurpose any form of electronics. They can be brought to WLSSD Materials Re-

covery Center, 4587 Ridgeview Road, off the Rice Lake Road. For more information, check out the web-
site at wlssd.com. 

6. The Center does not accept take out containers, fruit/vegetable plastic containers or deli clam containers. 
7. The outside dumpsters are for cardboard, newspaper/paper and glass/plastic/tin cans. 
 

Please be respectful of the rules when using the Center. The Town may be charged for 
dumpsters/bins containing non-recyclables. Thank you very much for your cooperation. 
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FREDENBERG VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPART-
MENT 
presents 

 

2023 TRUCK and TREAT 
 

Games, prizes, treats, and fun for all! 
Kids wear your Halloween costume. 

A fun family activity! 
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2023 
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 

Fredenberg Fire Hall 
6367 LaVaque Rd 

 
 
 

           FREDENBERG TRUCK AND TREAT!   
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Island Lake Residents 
Claude Wenaas   Richard J. Wenaas 

Multi Million Dollar Sales  Licensed Broker MN 
Licensed MN & WI  218-343-8020 

218-348-3302   rwenaas@msn.com 
claudewenaas@hotmail.com 

Pickleball at Fredenberg 
 

Pickleball on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 9 to 11:00 AM. 
Located at the Fredenberg Town 
Hall/Community Center, outside 
court. Open play for all to join. 

Exercise Classes 
 

Classes held at the Community Center/Town Hall 

Instructors: Sandy Rock: $4/class, 
Sheila Wixo: $5/class, Anita Anderson: $5/class 
 
Sandy Rock classes are held through out the week. 
Please call her at 218-320-2902 for information. 
 
Tuesday 
Zumba Gold: 9:30 AM 
Classes are held in 6 week sessions and registration is 
through Hermantown Community Education . For more 
information contact Judy Gordon 218-355-0677  
 
Wednesday 
Yoga: Evenings 5:45 - 7:00 p.m. at Reservoir Riders Club-
house. 
 
Thursday 
Zumba Class: 6-7 PM Beginning January 26, 2023 
$45/8 week session 
https://ph.ce.eleyo.com/ and search Zumba 
 
ALL CLASSES PAY AT DOOR except Zumba 
 

 
Estate planning should not be stressful!  

Gunnar Johnson at Overom Law is here to help. 
with creating an estate plan that is right for you.  

Call Gunnar today at 218-625-8461 to schedule your free  
consultation. 

Overom Law 
802 GARFIELD AVENUE • SUITE 101 • DULUTH, MN 55802 

218-625-8463 (PH) • 218-522-4539 (FX)  
•GJOHNSON@OVEROMLAW.COM 

www.overomlaw.com 
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Lake Effect Restaurant and Bar 

7047 Rice Lake Road, Duluth, Mn 55803 

www.lakeeffectrestaurant.com 

Join Lunch Club! Mon-Fri 12-4pm, Dine with us at this time and get a punch on your card. 
After 8 punches receive a $25 gift card to Lake Effect or Lake Ave. 

Weekday Happy Hour- Mon-Fri 3-6pm, $1 off rails and taps 

Wine Thursdays-All day Thursdays 1/2 price wine 

Weekend Happy Hour- Sat/Sun 2-5pm, Half off taps, $5 Margaritas & Bloodys, App spe-
cials: Wings specials, $12 fish and chips, $12 pepperoni pizza, $10 cheese pizza, $9 Burger 
sliders 

Vikings Game Days, ½ off taps, $5 Margaritas & Bloodys, App specials: Wings specials, $12 
Fish and Chips, $12 Pepperoni Pizza, $10 Cheese Pizza, $9 Burger Sliders 

Oktoberfest specials, Beer and Cider festival, wine dinners, painting classes coming up! Fol-
low us on Instagram and Facebook to find out more. 

Darts, large TVs, big bar and comfy booths! 

Private Party catering available, please call 218-591-4013  
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Advertising Rates 
Business Card Size: $10 per month    Half page: $40 per month 
Full page: $80 per month      Insert: $80 per month 
 
Send your ad request to Clerk, fredenbergtwp@gmail.com or call 218-721-3991, by the last 
day of month for printing. 
 
Over 500 Fredenberg residents receive the newsletter every month. The newsletter is availa-
ble on the Fredenberg.org web site. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE JOIN US ON  

Septic: Design, Inspection, Installation and Repair 
Sitework:  Driveways, Basements, Landscaping, 
Shoreline Erosion Control 
Deliveries: Rock, Garden Blend Soil, Sand, Class 5   
Office (218) 721-3521   Cell for septic work 

(800) 729-3221              (218) 391-2425 

 
DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS 

Regular Hours: 11 AM - Close 
2 bedroom year round cabin rentals 

Boat slip rentals available May thru October  
Seasonal RV rental spaces 

Visit us at www.facebook.com/EaglesNestResortDuluth 
Eaglesnestduluth.com 

Have an event you would like us to host? 
Call Rachel at 612-250-7457 or 218-721-4147 

Employment Opportunities at Fredenberg 
 

The Town of Fredenberg is seeking applicants for the Town Treasurer and the Road Foreman. If inter-
ested, please call the office at 218-721-3991 or email at fredenbergtwp.org. 
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Fredenberg Town Board Meetings 
 

Regular Board meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of the month, 7 PM at 
the Town Hall. 
Meetings are in-person and held in the 
Board room, second floor. 
The next 2023 scheduled meetings are: 

Nov. 1 
Dec. 6       

 

 

Fredenberg Community Center 
 

The Center is open to the public and availa-
ble to rent. 
 
For information on rentals and fees, please 
contact the Town Clerk at 218-721-3991 or 
email at Fredenbergtwp@gmail.com. 
 
 


