
 

AGENDA 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

April 7, 2021 at 7:00pm 

 

IN KEEPING WITH THE INTENT OF THE OPEN MEETING LAW: 

THE BOARD WILL PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT, 

DURING THE OPEN FORUM PORTION OF THIS MEETING BUT THIS IS AT THE BOARD’S 

DISCRETION AND NOT MANDATED BY STATUTE 

 

NOTE:  All issues discussed during the board meeting, including visitor business, are subject to 

publication in the board minutes, by the media or by other methods.    

 

1. Call to order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval of minutes from March 3, 2021 board meeting and March 17, 2021 board meeting 

 

4. Treasurer’s Report  

              

5. Correspondence 

 

6. Review of bills 

 

7. Reports: 

                  a.   Clerk     e.  Parks/Rec 

b. Roads                                                   f.  Community Center 

c. Fire Department                       g.  Recycling Center  

d. Cemetery                                          h.  Other Meetings Attended 

                                                            i.   Township Preparedness Plan  

  

8.  Open Forum (opportunity for Public to present issues, TIME LIMIT 3 MINUTES per person.)  

 

9.  Old Business 

         a.  Grant for Township Road Improvement for East Cook Lake, West Island & Wood Duck Drive 

          

 

10.   New Business 

a. Resolution 2021-007: Resolution Confirming the Town of Fredenberg as the Local Unit of  

Government for Reservoir Riders Snowmobile Club 

b. Quotes for township mowing 2021 

c. Quotes for township road work for 2021 

d. Liquor License Approval for St. Louis County 

e. Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting for May 19, 2021 

 
 

OTHER MEETINGS OR GATHERINGS WHICH MAY INCLUDE A QUORUM OF TOWN 

SUPERVISORS:   



April 7, 2021 Meeting 

March 2021 CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Mail: 

03/01/2021 Hermantown School District, Notice of Special Meeting, Monday, March 1, 2021 at 5pm. 

03/03/2021 Spring Town of Canosia Newsletter. 

03/08/2021 Hermantown School District, Regular Board Meeting Agenda, March 8, 2021 at 6pm. 

03/08/2021 Gnesen Newsletter for March. 

03/22/2021 Hermantown School District, Notice of Regular Board Meeting Agenda, March 22, 2021 at 6pm.  

 

E-mails: 

03/01/2021 Judy Hart, in support of township zoning on gravel pits (placed in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/01/2021 Kara & Adam Goucher, in support of township zoning on gravel pits (placed in supervisors’ 

  mailbox.  

03/02/2021 Jennifer Bourbonais, St. Louis County Planning & Community Development with information  

  on two township properties with closed gravel pits (placed in supervisors mailbox). 

03/04/2021 Ryan Sauve, St. Louis County appraiser, notice from County that 2021 Local Board of Appeal 

  Meeting will be virtual for the County and attached letter from MN Dept. of Revenue (placed 

  in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/05/2021 MN Association of Townships, Legislative Update (placed in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/05/2021 MN Office of the State Auditor, March 5, 2021 E-Update. 

03/05/2021 Dan & Lynn Svercl, letter regarding his property at 5559 Taft Road, history of his property,   
 future plans and study committee. 

03/06/2021 Haley Pagnac, opposed to the township taking over zoning of gravel pits (placed in supervisors’ 

  mailbox). 

03/06/2021 Brent Pacnac, opposed to the township taking over zoning of gravel pits (placed in supervisors’ 

  mailbox). 

03/08/2021 ARDC, Justin Otsea, requesting an update on moratorium process in our township (placed 

  in supervisors’ mailbox). 
03/08/2021 Jeff & Liz Blix, inappropriate behaviors at Board Meetings, request that letter be read aloud 

  at April Board Meeting (placed in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/08/2021 Jeff & Liz Blix, in favor of St. Louis County keeping zoning for Fredenberg Township for gravel 

  pits (placed in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/08/2021 William John Pearson III, in favor of St. Louis County keeping zoning for Fredenberg Township 

  for gravel pits and supervisor’s behavior at meetings (placed in supervisors’ mailbox). 

03/10/2021 MN Association of Township, Spring Short Course Schedule March 2021 (placed in supervisors’  

  & treasurer mailbox). 

03/10/2021 C. Christensen, St. Louis County, ACH payment notice for $4.90 (forf. Land rev. appmt). 

03/10/2021 Ben, Kathy, Jeanne & Levi Pearson, behavior at Board Meeting, in favor of St. Louis County  

  keeping zoning for Fredenberg Township. 



03/12/2021 T. Hagen, Ehlers, quarterly update on refunding of existing bonds. 

03/12/2021 Toni Blomdahl, Rice Lake Town Clerk, update on Duluth Area Township meetings and sale of  

  used items for sale in their town (forwarded to emails of supervisors and their mailboxes). 

03/12/2021 MN Office of the State Auditor, March 12, 2021 E-Update. 

03/13/2021 Michael Janousek, in support of keeping zoning with St. Louis County for Fredenberg (placed 

  in supervisors’ mailboxes). 

03/13/2021 Susan Van Norman, St. Louis County, COVID RN Leader,  Community Partner letter and flyers 

  about COVID Vaccine sign up and scheduling line (placed in supervisors mailboxes & hotline 

  number and info placed in March Newsletter). 

03/16/2021 Patty Wheeler, letter from 2017 Steve Fenske/MAT attorney. 

03/16/2021 Daryl Harper, in favor of zoning for township gravel pits. 

03/17/2021 Deb Pawlowicz, forwarded letter from Greg Flanagan on follow up Study Committee (placed 

  in supervisors’ mailboxes). 

03/17/2021 MAT, notice of new executive director for MAT (placed in supervisors’ mailboxes). 

03/17/2021 Kara Goucher, regarding removal of board chairman (placed in supervisors’ mailboxes). 

03/17/2021 Robert McVean, in favor of St. Louis County keeping zoning for township gravel pits (placed  

  in supervisors’ mailboxes).   

03/19/2021 Office of MN State Auditor, March 19, 2021 E-Update. 

03/19/2021 MAT, reminder for spring short courses. 

03/23/2021 Matt Bolf, SEH, update on  LRIP road grant awards (placed in supervisors’ mailboxes). 

03/26/2021 Office of MN State Auditor, March 26, 2021 E-Update. 

03/26/2021 MAT, March 2021 Newsletter (placed in supervisors’s mailboxes). 

03/30/2021 MN DOT, forwarded from Clay Cich, LRIP update and question (placed in supervisors’  

  mailboxes). 

03/31/2021 Ryan Sauve, St. Louis County Appraiser, information regarding 2021 LBAE and sales book 

  (place in Deb. P., Jim R., Walter R. mailbox as they are certified for LBAE). 



FREDENBERG TOWN BOARD MEETING 
ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MN 

 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS                                                                                             TIME & 
PLACE: 7:00 pm            
March 3, 2021                                                                                         HELD VIA ZOOM IN COMPLI-
ANCE WITH                                              
                                                                                                           MN GOVERNOR WALZ EXECUTIVE 
ORDERS                                              
   
The monthly meeting was CALLED TO ORDER at 7:05 pm by Chair Clay Cich. Also, present were:  Deb 
Pawlowicz, Walter Rapp, Jim Ray, & Tim Wagner.  Mary Skafte & Diane Palmstein/clerks & Pam Blekestad, 
treasurer also present.  38 individuals were present via zoom, the Board recited the Pledge of the Allegiance. 
 
Deb Pawlowicz requested New Business: Resolution 2021-004 be reviewed, Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to 
accept Resolution 2021-004, To Amend the Fredenberg Township Administrative Policy regarding recording 
meetings, Clay Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION 
PASSED.  This meeting was recorded. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 3, 2021 regular board meeting minutes were reviewed by the board, 

Jim Ray made a motion to accept minutes with corrections: Clerk: remove “copied to Melissa Bell/study 
committee”, replace with “inadvertently copied to the study committee secretary”,  under Township Road 
Improvement Grant: add Clay Cich presented an overview of grant process, correct 2.5 mile with 2.4, cor-
rect $650,000.00 with 660,000.00, add Clay Cich was thanked for his efforts with the grant. Under town-
ship moratorium correct “90%” to 98%.  Under Study Committee add Jim Ray needed more time to review 
and Tim Wagner hadn’t had time to review study report.  Change “Clay Cich, supervisor…” add “and sev-
eral other residents left”.  Tim Wagner seconded.  5 YEAS. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  Feb-
ruary 3, 2021 Board of Audit meeting minutes were reviewed by the board, Deb Pawlowicz made a motion 
to accept without correction, Walter Rapp seconded.   4 YEAS  1 ABSTAIN,  MOTION PASSED.         

TREASURER’S REPORT: as of 02/10/ 2021, reconciled checking account balance is $291,479.71. Total 
funds are $491,275.91, which includes 4 CDs totaling $202,917.51. Pam Blekestad requested to make a 
notation for 2 CD’s to be designated for future road maintenance for CD for $50,000.00 and 50,579.77 but 
Jim Ray requested she wait until after the Township Annual Meeting where he plans on requesting voter 
approval.  Clay Cich made a motion to accept treasury report, seconded.   5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED 
UNANIMOUSLY.   

CORRESPONDENCE:  48 total: 6 mail and 42 e-mails were received and reviewed by the Board.  Clerk will 
correct correspondence list to include Mike & Kristi Olson, in agreement with study committee findings as 
an attachment was missing when list printed.  As requested, 3 were read aloud, Deb Roach and Mike & 
Kristi Olson and Jamie Monette & Doug Breiland.  Deb Pawlowicz read Patty Wheelers’ email aloud. 
Mary Skafte read Friends of Fredenberg aloud.  Walter Rapp read Keith Nelsons’ email aloud.  Copies of 
all correspondence is available in the Town Hall office.  Deb Pawlowicz requested that minutes reflect that 
20 pieces of mail were in favor of Fredenberg taking back zoning of gravel pits, a total of 68 signatures.  
Deb Pawlowicz made a motion if any resident requests correspondence be published on the website they 
can, MOTION TABLED.  Township attorney will be contacted to clarify publishing of all correspond-
ence on our website after the board reviews or can we choose which letters to publish and discuss printing 
correspondence letters in newsletter as a paid advertisement. 

REVIEW OF BILLS:  Mary Skafte asked if ARDC invoice can be paid and Clay Cich stated yes. Deb Paw-
lowicz asked for itemized Overom/Attorney invoice monthly to supervisors.  Clarification on Overom in-
voice for Road Grant work for Jan. & Feb. 2021.  Walter Rapp disputed payment to Kennedy/Graven on 
1/28/2021.  Deb Pawlowicz made motion to accept checks # 10225 to 10310, totaling $26,062.09, Clay 
Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION PASSED. 

REPORTS:   
Clerk – Clerks contacted MAT, Lucinda Messerman and she recommended not placing unapproved minutes in 
newsletter or website or distribute until approved, have them approved at the next month meeting and then put 
in the newsletter.  Working on Annual meeting and packets, meeting is Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7pm Glen 
Bergstrand has agreed to be moderator if elected and request a vote on recessing the meeting until COVID re-
strictions lifted.  Todd Kaneski/Lakehead Trucking forwarded St. Louis County form for closing 2 gravel pits 
on Fredenberg Township property to be processed to be formally closed, will be completed, and submitted to 
the County.  Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to have letters read at meeting tonight published in the newsletter, 



advertising or political ads in the newsletter, Deb Pawlowicz seconded, before vote Clay Cich withdrew his 
motion. 
Road Report – not much going on.  
Fire Department- February busy with 10 calls, 7 medical call, 1 structure fire, one propane leak and 1 mu-
tual aid automatic fire alarm.  Members meeting back in the fire hall every Thursday evening, meetings sus-
pended during pandemic, but all members have been vaccinated now.  We viewed a recorded training on fire 
setting behaviors and how to communicate with a child or others who might display the behaviors.  Training 
presented by a psychologist and staff from MN Fire Marshall’s office.  Information on “What to do if you 
suspect a propane leak and a flyer will be in the newsletter.   
Cemetery – closed. 
Parks & Rec – rink done for the year, warming shack never opened due to COVID.  Clay Cich working on 
quotes for upgrading asphalt on pickle ball courts and working on getting new playground equipment. 
Community Center- all CARES act work is done, air exchanger a big benefit for the township.  Griddles 
not wired yet, but Jim Ray will ask electrician.  Clerks asked about taking reservations for town hall, board 
okayed reserving after June 1, 2021 but provide a disclaimer that using is dependent on COVID restrictions 
at that time.  MN Power came to center and inspected/recommended for LED replacements and a rebate ap-
plied for.   
Recycle Center – doing great, regular attendant back, newly hired attendant resigned but a new hire applied 
today and will start. 
Preparedness Plan Update- Clerks presented COVID-19 updates listing new equipment obtained with 
CARES funding, board reviewed, and update will be placed in file. 
Other Meetings - none 
 

OPEN FORUM: Anne Bannister thanked Deb Pawlowicz for her support regarding township zoning for gravel 
pits, asked for names of supervisors on zoom screen and is in support of ordinance on extractive use pits.  
Patty Wheeler felt County didn’t respond to the township until she contacted the County Board.  Deb Paw-
lowicz read a letter from Jon Nelson/Gnesen Town Board in support of ordinance on extractive use pits. 

 OLD BUSINESS: 
Liquor License form from County for Minno ette: Clerks presented form from St. Louis County for 

license, Clay Cich made a motion to grant the approval of the liquor license, Deb Pawlowicz 
seconded.    

       5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
Road Improvement Grant for East Cook Lake Rd., Wood Duck Drive & West Island Lake Road: 

grant submitted by SEH. Clay Cich stated there were 11 endorsement letters, up to 2-3 months 
before we will know if the township receives.  Deb Pawlowicz thanked Clay Cich for his work 
on the grant. 

Moratorium on Fredenberg Gravel Pits: Resolution 2021-003, Repealing Temporary Moratorium on 
Gravel Pits, Borrow Pits & Crushing or Batch Plants reviewed by the board, Clay Cich made a 
motion to table this resolution as it will expire on April 1, 2021, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.  
Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION PASSED. 

Study Committee for Extractive Use: Deb Pawlowicz asked that a meeting be set up with supervi-
sors & committee members, Deb Pawlowicz polled supervisors:  Clay Cich, Jim Ray & Walter 
Rapp agreed, Tim Wagner declined.  One of the supervisors will notify clerks of possible dates, 
clerks reminded board of meetings with a quorum of supervisors and posting statutes. 

 NEW BUSINESS: 
Applications for open Clerk Position:  1 received and another coming tomorrow, Jim Ray and Clay 

Cich volunteered to do interviews and applications will be placed in supervisors’ mailboxes.  
Clay Cich will advertise on nextdoorfredenberg site. 

Request to advertise for 2021 Township mowing: Clay Cich made a motion to advertise for quotes, 
Deb Pawlowicz seconded.   5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Request to advertise for 2021-2022 Township road work:  Clay Cich made a motion to advertise for 
quotes, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.  5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Request for Fredenberg Community Garden Annual Budget:  Budget request presented for $400.00, 
Clay Cich made a motion to provide $400.00 for request to Community Garden club, Walter 
Rapp seconded.   

       5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Resolution 2021-004 To Amend Fredenberg Township Administrative Policy:  this was addressed at 

the beginning of the meeting.   
Newsletter Policy:  clerks reviewed recommendation by Lucinda Messerman/MAT about not publishing meeting 
minutes until approved by the board.  Jim Ray asked that we seek legal advice from our township  



attorney on these issues.  Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to approve minutes before publishing, Clay 
Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-nay, Wagner-nay.  MOTION 
FAILED.  Clay Cich made a motion to only publish approved minutes, Deb Pawlowicz second-
ed.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-nay, Wagner-nay.  MOTION FAILED. 

Apology to resident named in Feb. 3, 2021 minutes:  Deb Pawlowicz requested that an apology & 
retraction be made.  Discussion followed by the board.  Clay Cich dictated:  We regret the use of 
Melissa Bells’ name inaccurately in correspondence from Kennedy & Graven Attorneys.  Sincere 
Apologies: Clay Cich & Deb Pawlowicz.  

OTHER MEETINGS:  Fredenberg Township Annual Meeting, Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7:00pm in the Freden-
berg Town Hall. 

ADJOURNMENT:   Clay Cich made a motion to adjourn meeting, Jim Ray seconded. 5 YEAS. MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   Meeting adjourned at 11:42 pm. 



 FREDENBERG TOWN BOARD MEETING             

 ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA      

 HELD VIA ZOOM IN ACCORDANCE WITH GOV. WALZ EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

 MARCH 17, 2021 AT 7:00 PM      

          

          

 Call to order:  7:00 PM Clay      

 Pledge Of Alligiance       

 Attendance  33        

          

 New Business:          

 a.)  Jim addressed the behavior of town board members at meetings and 

 the importance of keeping them civil.     

 b.) Walter motion: Nominate Jim Ray for position of Board Chair.  

       Tim seconded        

 Discussion: Bonnie Anderson, Mathew Cich,Ann Bannister, Patty Wheeler 

   Janet Olson,Jamie Monette and Kathy Pearson    

    2 Nays 3 Yeas  Motion Passes.      

       Walter motion:  Nominate Tim Vice Chair     

             Jim Seconded.  2 Nays  3 Yeas  Motion Passes    

 c.)  Resolution 2021-005 approve Monica Bruning as new town clerk.  

 Exhibit A: Clay motion: Increase stipen to $600 per month health Ins.  

                    Deb seconded  5 Yeas  Motion Passes    

  Jim amended:  to read 80% up to $600 per month health Ins and 

  $20 per hour.       

   5 Yeas   Motion Passes     

       Jim motion:  Hire Monica Bruning as town clerk    

      Tim Seconded      5 Yeas    Motion Passes     

 d.)  Resolution 2021-006       

  Tim motion:  Retain Diane Palmstien and Mary Skafte to assist new 

    Clerk and treasurer.      

 Discussion:  Jamie Monette      

  Walter seconded  2Nays  3  Yeas  Motion Passes   

  Jim amended: Retain for 6 months     

      2 Nays   3 Yeas  Motion Passes     

 Open Forum:        

  Bonnie Anderson, Deb Roach and Patty Wheeler   

 Old Business:        



    Resolution 2021-004       

 Jim motion:  Stop recording meetings    

    Discussion:  Deb Pawlowicz      

 Tim seconded   2 Nays  3  Yeas  Motion Passes   

    Resolution 2021-003       

 Walter motion:   Stop Temporary Mortorium on gravel pits  

 Tim Seconded   2 Nays   3 Yeas  Motion Passes   

Jim presented information collected on publishing letters on web sight,  

  newsletter and reading them at meetings.  People should read there 
own their own 

  at meetings.        

Clay motion:  Publish only approved minutes     

Deb seconded:  3 Nays   2 Yeas  Motion Failed    

Adding to business at next meeting.     

Jim Motion:  End meeting Tim seconded  Motion Passes   

 5 Yeas        

Meeting ended  8:45 pm       

         

         

         

         

Mary Pat Skafte/Clerk    Jim Ray/Board Chair   
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RESOLUTION #2021-007 

TOWN OF FREDENBERG 

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE TOWN OF FREDENBERG 

AS THE LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT FOR RESERVOIR RIDERS  

SNOWMOBILE CLUB  

 
WHEREAS:  The Reservoir Riders Snowmobile Club maintains a major portion of their 

trail system within the boundaries of this Township and, 

 

WHEREAS: The Reservoir Riders Snowmobile Club Leases its’ clubhouse and garage 

properties from the Township and, 

 

WHEREAS: the appointment of the Town of Fredenberg as a Local Unit of Government 

(LUG), would be beneficial to both parties.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF FREDENBERG TOWNSHIP,  

ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS:  That it has been a decision of the Fre-

denberg Town Board to sponsor the Reservoir Riders Snowmobile Club as the Local 

Unit of Government in any agreements with the State of Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources. 

 

 

_________________ made a motion to adopt Resolution 2020-007, seconded by 

____________ and was declared adopted on April 7, 2021, upon the following votes: 

 

_____YEAS            _______NAYS:      

 

RESOLUTION __________________________________________ 

 
 
 
______________________________                 ____________________________ 
 Town Clerk /Treasurer         Town Board Chair 


