
A pleasant blend of progress and tradition  

Issue  3                                                                      VOL XXXIII                                                                                      March  2021 

FREDENBERG TOWNSHIP NEWS 
A monthly newsletter published 
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This is not an official document 
and does not replace the require-
ments for the Board to post notices 
in posting.  Minutes are not official 
until approved by the board at 
their meeting.  All ordinances, poli-
cies and resolutions quoted herein 
and monthly correspondence is 
available for review in the Town 
Clerk’s office.  Anyone wishing to 
review them can leave a message 
and a time can be arranged for view-
ing.  Copies can be obtained for the 
standard price as stated in the admin-
istrative policy.  
Town Hall Office      721-3991 

Office Hours:     Every Tuesday  
                           2 pm to 5:30pm 
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Tim Wagner, Supervisor          428-9460 
Pam Blekestad, Treasurer         721-3991 
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Keith Nelson          (218)749-7108 

300 S 5th Ave  
Virginia, MN  55729 
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DEPARTMENTS 

Chief, Linda Bergstrand                  349-2668      
Recycling Center                             721-3991 
Assessor,  County                          726-2304  
Town Hall                                        721-3991 
Email              Fredenbergtwp@gmail.com 

Website                     Fredenberg.org 

 
March 3, 2021 TOWN BOARD ACTIONS 

The monthly meeting was CALLED TO ORDER at 7:05 pm by Chair Clay 
Cich. Also, present were:  Deb Pawlowicz, Walter Rapp, Jim Ray, & Tim 
Wagner.  Mary Skafte & Diane Palmstein/clerks & Pam Blekestad, treasurer 
also present.  38 individuals were present via zoom, the Board recited the 
Pledge of the Allegiance.  Deb Pawlowicz requested New Business: Resolu-
tion 2021-004 be reviewed, Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to accept Resolu-
tion 2021-004, To Amend the Fredenberg Township Administrative Policy 
regarding recording meetings, Clay Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-
yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION PASSED.  This meeting 
was recorded.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  February 3, 2021 regular 
board meeting minutes were reviewed by the board, Jim Ray made a motion 
to accept minutes with corrections: Clerk: remove “copied to Melissa Bell/
study committee”, replace with “inadvertently copied to the study committee 
secretary”,  under Township Road Improvement Grant: add Clay Cich pre-
sented an overview of grant process, correct 2.5 mile with 2.4, correct 
$650,000.00 with 660,000.00, add Clay Cich was thanked for his efforts with 
the grant. Under township moratorium correct “90%” to 98%.  Under Study 
Committee add Jim Ray needed more time to review and Tim Wagner hadn’t 
had time to review study report.  Change “Clay Cich, supervisor…” add “and 
several other residents left”.  Tim Wagner seconded.  5 YEAS. MOTION 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  February 3, 2021 Board of Audit meeting 
minutes were reviewed by the board, Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to accept 
without correction, Walter Rapp seconded.   4 YEAS  1 ABSTAIN.  MO-
TION PASSED.   TREASURER’S REPORT: as of 02/10/ 2021, reconciled 
checking account balance is $291,479.71. Total funds are $491,275.91, which 
includes 4 CDs totaling $202,917.51. Pam Blekestad requested to make a no-
tation for 2 CD’s to be designated for future road maintenance for CD for 
$50,000.00 and 50,579.77 but Jim Ray requested she wait until after the 
Township Annual Meeting where he plans on requesting voter approval.  Clay 
Cich made a motion to accept treasury report, seconded.   5 YEAS.  MO-
TION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  CORRESPONDENCE:  48 total: 6 
mail and 42 e-mails were received and reviewed by the Board.  Clerk will 
correct correspondence list to include Mike & Kristi Olson, in agreement with 
study committee findings as an attachment was missing when list printed.  As 
requested, 3 were read aloud, Deb Roach and Mike & Kristi Olson and Jamie 
Monette & Doug Breiland.  Deb Pawlowicz read Patty Wheelers’ email aloud. 
Mary Skafte read Friends of Fredenberg aloud.  Walter Rapp read Keith Nel-
sons’ email aloud.  Copies of all correspondence is available in the Town Hall 
office.  Deb Pawlowicz requested that minutes reflect that 20 pieces of mail 
were in favor of Fredenberg taking back zoning of gravel pits, a total of 68 
signatures.  Deb Pawlowicz made a motion if any resident requests corre-
spondence be published on the website they can, MOTION TABLED.  
Township attorney will be contacted to clarify publishing of all correspond- 
ence on our website after the board reviews or can we choose which letters to  



publish and discuss printing correspondence letters in newsletter as a paid advertisement.  REVIEW OF BILLS:  
Mary Skafte asked if ARDC invoice can be paid and Clay Cich stated yes. Deb Pawlowicz asked for itemized 
Overom/Attorney invoice monthly to supervisors.  Clarification on Overom invoice for Road Grant work for Jan. & 
Feb. 2021.  Walter Rapp disputed payment to Kennedy/Graven on 1/28/2021.  Deb Pawlowicz made motion to ac-
cept checks # 10225 to 10310, totaling $26,062.09, Clay Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray
-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION PASSED.  REPORTS:  Clerk – Clerks contacted MAT, Lucinda Messerman and 
she recommended not placing unapproved minutes in newsletter or website or distribute until approved, have them 
approved at the next month meeting and then put in the newsletter.  Working on Annual meeting and packets, meet-
ing is Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7pm Glen Bergstrand has agreed to be moderator if elected and request a vote on 
recessing the meeting until COVID restrictions lifted.  Todd Kaneski/Lakehead Trucking forwarded St. Louis Coun-
ty form for closing 2 gravel pits on Fredenberg Township property to be processed to be formally closed, will be 
completed, and submitted to the County.  Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to have letters read at meeting tonight pub-
lished in the newsletter, Clay Cich seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-nay, Wagner-nay.  MO-
TION FAILED. Clay Cich made a motion to take no more advertising or political ads in the newsletter, Deb Paw-
lowicz seconded, before vote Clay Cich withdrew his motion.  Road Report – not much going on.  Fire Depart-
ment- February busy with 10 calls, 7 medical call, 1 structure fire, one propane leak and 1 mutual aid automatic fire 
alarm.  Members meeting back in the fire hall every Thursday evening, meetings suspended during pandemic, but all 
members have been vaccinated now.  We viewed a recorded training on fire setting behaviors and how to communi-
cate with a child or others who might display the behaviors.  Training presented by a psychologist and staff from MN 
Fire Marshall’s office.  Information on “What to do if you suspect a propane leak and a flyer will be in the newslet-
ter.  Cemetery – closed.  Parks & Rec – rink done for the year, warming shack never opened due to COVID.  Clay 
Cich working on quotes for upgrading asphalt on pickle ball courts and working on getting new playground equip-
ment.  Community Center- all CARES act work is done, air exchanger a big benefit for the township.  Griddles not 
wired yet, but Jim Ray will ask electrician.  Clerks asked about taking reservations for town hall, board okayed re-
serving after June 1, 2021 but provide a disclaimer that using is dependent on COVID restrictions at that time.  MN 
Power came to center and inspected/recommended for LED replacements and a rebate applied for.  Recycle Center 
– doing great, regular attendant back, newly hired attendant resigned but a new hire applied today and will start. Pre-
paredness Plan Update- Clerks presented COVID-19 updates listing new equipment obtained with CARES fund-
ing, board reviewed, and update will be placed in file.  Other Meetings – none  OPEN FORUM: Anne Bannister 
thanked Deb Pawlowicz for her support regarding township zoning for gravel pits, asked for names of supervisors on 
zoom screen and is in support of ordinance on extractive use pits.  Patty Wheeler felt County didn’t respond to the 
township until she contacted the County Board.  Deb Pawlowicz read a letter from Jon Nelson/Gnesen Town Board 
in support of ordinance on extractive use pits.  OLD BUSINESS:  Liquor License form from County for Minno 
ette: Clerks presented form from St. Louis County for license, Clay Cich made a motion to grant the approval of the 
liquor license, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.  5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. Road Improvement 
Grant for East Cook Lake Rd., Wood Duck Drive & West Island Lake Road: grant submitted by SEH. Clay 
Cich stated there were 11 endorsement letters, up to 2-3 months before we will know if the township receives.  Deb 
Pawlowicz thanked Clay Cich for his work on the grant.  Moratorium on Fredenberg Gravel Pits: Resolution 2021
-003, Repealing Temporary Moratorium on Gravel Pits, Borrow Pits & Crushing or Batch Plants reviewed by the 
board, Clay Cich made a motion to table this resolution as it will expire on April 1, 2021, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.  
Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-yea, Wagner-nay.  MOTION PASSED.  Study Committee for Ex-
tractive Use: Deb Pawlowicz asked that a meeting be set up with supervisors & committee members, Deb Paw-
lowicz polled supervisors:  Clay Cich, Jim Ray & Walter Rapp agreed, Tim Wagner declined.  One of the supervi-
sors will notify clerks of possible dates, clerks reminded board of meetings with a quorum of supervisors and posting 
statutes.  NEW BUSINESS:  Applications for open Clerk Position:  1 received and another coming tomorrow, Jim 
Ray and Clay Cich volunteered to do interviews and applications will be placed in supervisors’ mailboxes.  Clay 
Cich will advertise on nextdoorfredenberg site.  Request to advertise for 2021 Township mowing: Clay Cich made 
a motion to advertise for quotes, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.   5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
Request to advertise for 2021-2022 Township road work:  Clay Cich made a motion to advertise for quotes, Deb 
Pawlowicz seconded.  5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  Request for Fredenberg Community 
Garden Annual Budget:  Budget request presented for $400.00, Clay Cich made a motion to provide $400.00 for 
request to Community Garden club, Walter Rapp seconded.  5 YEAS.  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
Resolution 2021-004 To Amend Fredenberg Township Administrative Policy:  this was addressed at the begin-
ning of the meeting.  Newsletter Policy:  clerks reviewed recommendation by Lucinda Messerman/MAT about not 
publishing meeting minutes until approved by the board.  Jim Ray asked that we seek legal advice from our township 
attorney on these issues.  Deb Pawlowicz made a motion to approve minutes before publishing, Clay Cich seconded.  
Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-nay, Wagner-nay.  MOTION FAILED.  Clay Cich made a motion to 
only publish approved minutes, Deb Pawlowicz seconded.  Cich-yea, Pawlowicz-yea, Rapp-nay, Ray-nay,  



RECYCLE CENTER NEWS UPDATE 
The Fredenberg Art Weller Recycle Center is a very 

busy place this time of year.  Here are a few reminders 
when using the Center. 

 
1. We can only accept rinsed/cleaned & emptied cans, 

bottles & containers. 
 
2. We CANNOT accept Styrofoam in ANY FORM. 
 
3. We DO NOT accept household garbage of any kind 

and it is NOT to be placed at the Recycle Center or 
the dumpster.  

 
4. We do not accept any metal or plastic gas cans 
 
5. We NO LONGER repurpose any form of electronics,  

these must be brought to the Rice Lake Road 
WLSSD Center. 

 
6. Dumping of garbage of any kind at the Center is IL-

LEGAL !!!! 
 
7. We DO NOT ACCEPT take out containers, fruit/veg. 

plastic containers & deli clam containers. 
 
Thanks to everyone for your cooperation. 
 

 
What to do if you suspect a  

propane leak? 
Though it is rare, one of the most important 
things a homeowner can do is to make sure that 
everyone in their home knows what do if they 
suspect a propane leak. If you suspect a leak in 
your home, verify there are no open flames, leave 
your home and go a safe distance away. Do not 
turn off/on lights, appliances or use a telephone or 
mobile phone as it could create a spark or ignition 
source. If it is safe, turn off the main valve on 
your propane tank. Lift the lid of the tank and turn 
the valve clockwise to turn off the gas supply. 
From outside the home call 911 to report a sus-
pected propane leak. Stay outside of your home 
and a safe distance away until a trained profes-
sional has indicated it is safe to re-enter your 
home. For peace of mind, have your system in-
spected by a trained technician to ensure your 
system is running safely and efficiently. If the gas 
has been turned off at your home, never turn it 
back on yourself. There are national safety codes 
that require qualified professionals to test your 
propane system before turning the gas back on 
and relighting pilots. 

 
CURRENTLY THE FREDENBERG COMMUNITY CENTER IS CLOSED 

NO ACTIVITIES CURRENTLY BEING HELD IN THE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

Wagner-nay.  MOTION FAILED.  Apology to resident named in Feb. 3, 2021 minutes:  Deb Pawlowicz request-
ed that an apology & retraction be made.  Discussion followed by the board.  Clay Cich dictated:  We regret the use of 
Melissa Bells’ name inaccurately in correspondence from Kennedy & Graven Attorneys.  Sincere Apologies: Clay 
Cich & Deb Pawlowicz.  OTHER MEETINGS:  Fredenberg Township Annual Meeting, Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 
7:00pm in the Fredenberg Town Hall.  ADJOURNMENT:   Clay Cich made a motion to adjourn meeting, Jim Ray 
seconded. 5 YEAS. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.   Meeting adjourned at 11:42 pm. 

 



 

 

 
 

Have Buyers for Island Lake Up To 
$1,200,000. Leased or Private. 

Call Richard Wenaas at 218-343-8020 
Today!!! 

LOCAL ST. LOUIS COUNTY   
INFORMATION ON COVID VACCINE 

 
“Anyone 65+ is now eligible for immediate  
vaccination with St Louis County Public 
Health,  contact us at vaccine scheduling. 
Email is preferred but if you are not tech savvy 
please call us: 

VaccineScheduling@stlouiscountymn.gov  
   or Vaccine Scheduling line 218-726-2623” 

mailto:VaccineScheduling@stlouiscountymn.gov


 

 



PLEASE JOIN US ON  
SUNDAYS  

at 9:00 AM for SERVICE 
 

5069 Fish Lake Road 

 

                            Call the Real Estate Professionals 
                LICENSED IN MINNESOTA & WISCONSIN 
              See us on the web at:  www.cbeastwestrealty.com 
 
Richard Wenaas, President              Claude Wenaas, Realtor 
Office Direct: 218-730-2299           Office Direct: 218-730-2302 

Cell Phone:  218-343-8020              Cell Phone:  218-348-3302 
Main Office 218-728-5161              Main Office:  218-728-5161 

http://www.cbeastwestrealty.com


 

                          www.fishlakestorage.com 

(218)721-4243 
We can meet all your storage needs.  Boat, , Car, ATV, 
and Personal belongings.  Seasonal rental units, too. 

24 Hour Video Monitoring 

DOUG FREEMAN, CRS, GRI 
CELL - 218-343-0484 

OFFICE – 218-722-2810 
FAX – 218-628-1111 

E-MAIL – doug@duluthlakehomes.com 
For All Your Real Estate Needs 

 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR & WELCOME BACK TO 

THE EAGLES NEST EVERYONE!!! 
Please stop by & check out our daily food & 

drink specials written on our chalk board. 
The Fish Lake Classic Snowmobile  

Challenge & Back to the 90’s  
will take place on February 20th.  

Breakfast will be available at 9 am & an 18 
mile group ride will follow along with pull ropes 

at 11am & live music will start at 7 pm. 
ATTENTION GOLFER:  Golf on the ice will 

take place on Saturday, March 6th.  Registra-
tions can be called in or made in person.  

Please follow us on: 
 https://www.facebook.com 

Eaglesnestresortduluth. 
Take out & off sale available: 218-721-4147. 

We are opening our 2021 dock space  

http://www.fishlakestorage.com
mailto:doug@duluthlakehomes.com
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NEXT FREDENBERG TOWN BOARD 
MEETING 

 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 17, 2021 

AT 7:00 PM 
(see town hall marque or  

Fredenberg.org for more info) 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021 
AT 7:00 PM 

(see town hall marque or  
Fredenberg.org for more info) 

 

 

RECYCLE NEWS 
 

The outside dumpsters are for cardboard,  
newspaper/paper and glass/plastic/tin cans.  

There are no longer bins for recycling  
inside the garage. 

 

HOURS  
for the Center weekly are: 

 
Wednesdays    5 pm to 8 pm 
Saturdays        9 am to 1 pm 

     

ARROWHEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM BOOKMOBILE                          
       Will be visiting  
        Fredenberg Town Hall/Community Center Parking Lot  
                        MONDAYS: March 8 & 29, 2021 
   From: 12:30pm to 1:30pm 
   MONDAY: April 19, 2021 
   From: 12:30pm to 1:30pm 


